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Two weeks ago we hosted the first OONI Partner Gathering in Toronto, Canada. This
report provides an overview of the event, partner needs and challenges, and future
goals to address them.
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About

Over the last year, the Open Observatory of Network Interference (OONI) project has
had the opportunity to collaborate with various digital rights organizations in Latin
America, Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. We joined forces to collaborate on the study
of internet censorship by collecting network measurements from local vantage points,
reviewing and creating censorship measurement resources, and by publishing findings
through research reports.

To strengthen these (and future) partnerships, OONI hosted its first Partner Gathering
thanks to support from the Open Technology Fund (OTF), the Ford Foundation, and the
Media Democracy Fund (MDF).

This two day event was hosted at the University of Toronto on 10th and 11th July 2017.
The 22 participants included the OONI team and our partners from 10 different
countries across Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East. Our Toronto friends
from Psiphon and The Citizen Lab joined us as well. Participants came from a diverse
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set of backgrounds, including lawyers, policy researchers, human rights advocates, and
software engineers.

The OONI Partner Gathering brought our international partners together to share skills,
knowledge, and research findings on the study of internet censorship. The event also
provided us the opportunity to reflect on our collaboration over the last year, and to
develop strategic goals and priorities for the next year(s).

Since many of the participants also attended the Citizen Lab Summer Institute (CLSI)
during the following days (12th-14th July), we were able to extend our discussions as
part of both events.

Objectives

The objectives of the OONI Partner Gathering include:

e Strengthening our partnerships. To strengthen our collaboration moving
forward, we aimed to gain a better understanding of partner needs and to collect
feedback that can help inform the development of our tools and methodologies.
The event also aimed to foster more collaboration amongst OONI partners from
around the world.

e Empowering censorship research participation. To engage more
communities in censorship research around the world, we aimed to share skills,
knowledge, and methodologies, and to discuss best practices moving forward.

e Strategic planning. By gaining a better understanding of partner needs and
challenges, we aimed to brainstorm on solutions, goals and priorities on the
study of internet censorship.

Sessions

The OONI Partner Gathering consisted of a variety of sessions that aimed to be as
interactive as possible to encourage participation. Session topics were drawn from both
pre-event participant engagement (i.e. suggestions made by participants prior to the
event), and requests and suggestions made at the event.

The event’s agenda and all session notes can be found here.


https://citizenlab.ca/summerinstitute/2017.html
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Throughout the two-day event, we (the OONI team and many partners) facilitated the
following sessions.

Day 1 - Monday, 10th July 2017

1. Information Controls Around the World
This session consisted of the following stations:

e Africa: Discussing Case Studies and Challenges

e Asia: Discussing Case Studies and Challenges

e Latin America: Discussing Case Studies and Challenges
Participants were requested to visit each station (for 15 minutes each) to map
information controls and to discuss specific case studies and challenges within

countries of each region.

The goal of this session was to provide participants with a broad range of context on
which to establish subsequent conversations at the event.

View session notes here.

2. Across the OONI-verse



https://github.com/OpenObservatory/gatherings/tree/master/partner-gatherings/2017-07-toronto/session-notes/information-controls-around-the-world

What’s OONI up to these days? What's OONI working on next? How can OONI support
your work?

The OONI team held the following stations:

ooniprobe mobile apps

Upcoming ooniprobe apps for Windows and macOS
ooniprobe for Raspberry Pis (Lepidopter)

Data Analysis & Censorship Alert System

Probe Orchestration

OONI Explorer

Participants were requested to visit each station (for 15 minutes each) to learn about
current and upcoming projects, to ask questions, and to provide feedback.

Based on this session, we were able to collect a lot of direct feedback for the
improvement of our tools and methodologies.

View session notes here.

3. Building Community Resources for Censorship Measurement
Research

Parallel sessions:

e Using GitHub to contribute to test lists (hands-on session)
e Brainstorming on next generation ooniprobe tests

Participants joined the session of their choice.

Through the GitHub hands-on session, we explained the theory behind git and taught
participants how to use it to contribute to test lists.
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